BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
ranean in the event of war, but it will have to maintain
military communications between the western and
eastern parts of the British Empire, and, of course, to
conduct operations for the destruction of any hostile
fleet in the Mediterranean.
This purely strategic problem has been rendered
very much more difficult by the change in Italy's
political attitude and by the construction of a powerful
Italian Navy with the strongest submarine arm in the
world, and supported by an enormous air fleet. In
the event of war Great Britain cannot afford to abandon
the Mediterranean strategically as she could afford to
abandon it as a trade route. First of all, her most
important ally, France, is dependent on sea communi-
cations with her North African colonies, and secondly,
the British Admiralty is anxious that the British battle
fleet should be able to maintain itself in the Mediter-
ranean in order that it could be used quickly either in
the West or in the East as required. As it is not
possible to increase the strength of the British Navy at
short notice, the indirect route around the Cape with
its great loss of time would mean a very considerable
strategic weakening of the Navy. Great Britain's
cables to the East run through the Mediterranean and
over Egypt. Further, Great Britain is allied with
Egypt and under an obligation to defend her. And
finally, it is quite obvious that she can exercise any
direct influence on south-east Europe only by way of
the Mediterranean.
This last point is worthy of particular notice.   The